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l. The Chinese monopoly of econcmic activity in Vietnam is a matter of concern to
the Vietnamese. It is apparent that as Vietnam gains greater independence,
troatment of the Chinese 13 becomiza more harsk. For example, in the past
y3ar they have beer enforcing =te "head tax on Chinese."

2, The Chinese have had coatrel of the rice market {n Vietnam for a long time.
Chinese money lenders cha-ge Vistsamess growers 10 percent par year and
payment is requirod} in rice at *he time of the harvest, whon the price of
rice 4o lov. The money lenders tha hali =he crop for sale at higher prices.

|

3. Rfforts ere mow beiz‘:@ wade Ly the goverament to break up thias practice.
Withia the pact two|years, two g vernment - f{zanced rice cuoperatives hays
been set up tc¢ lend money st lov fntersst rates, telp with planting and
harvesting, and handle marketing. These tws pilot projects have proven popular,
ond additional, much-nosded coopsraiives are planned. However, I am surs that
Prograss will be very silow, There 14 no much corruptizn dn government that
it 1s almost impoosible to get anything dona. Government officials, in gensral,
are 1ow calidre, A [few better sducatad, more intelligent individusls run the
pbnr, but unfortunately, I have fownd it almost axiomatic that the higher the
level of education, the greater tre degreo of dlshonesty,
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